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Kind Secures $14 Million for Western 
Wisconsin Transportation Projects  

Highway transportation bill creates jobs, streamlines commerce, enhances safety 
 
Washington, DC – U.S. Rep. Ron Kind announced today that western Wisconsin will receive $14 
million in federal funding for transportation infrastructure projects.  Kind voted to support the 
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (TEA-LU) HR 3550 which provides $275 billion in 
federal funds for highways and public transit over the next six years.  The efforts of Wisconsin’s 
congressional delegation, led by U.S. Rep. Petri, who is the Chairman of the Highways, Transit and 
Pipelines Subcommittee, secured a total of $3.6 billion in transportation funds for the state. 
 
“The billions of dollars in investments for Wisconsin’s highway and transit infrastructure will 
enhance the efficiency of interstate commerce, alleviate commuter congestion, and result in safer 
roads for transit users,” stated Rep. Kind.  “Just as important as the funding provided are the jobs 
that will be created.  At a time when job creation is a critical priority, this bill is estimated to create 
47,500 new jobs for each billion spent on highway funding.” 
 
The highway bill provides funding for federal-aid highway, public transportation, transportation 
safety and research, with additional funding reserved for urgent need projects in individual 
congressional districts.  The $14 million in additional funding awarded to Wisconsin’s Third 
Congressional District will support the following transportation infrastructure projects: 
 

Highway Projects 
• $6,000,000 to reconstruct and rebuild the St. Croix River Crossing, connecting 

Wisconsin State Hwy. 64 in Houlton, WI to Minnesota State Hwy. 36 in Stillwater, 
MN. 

• $4,500,000 to widen Wisconsin State Hwy. 64 between Houlton and New 
Richmond, WI. 

• $2,500,000 to reconstruct Wisconsin State Hwy. 21 at the I-94 Interchange  
 

Bus, Bus Facility, and Passenger Intermodal Centers 
• $500,000 for the city of La Crosse Transit Center and Bus Replacement 
• $500,000 for the city of Eau Claire Transfer Center and Vehicle Replacement 

 
(more) 



“I am pleased that the bill recognizes the importance of funding crucial highways, transit centers, 
and bridges in Wisconsin’s Third Congressional District; specifically, the inclusion of funding for the 
Stillwater Bridge, which connects Houlton, Wisconsin and Stillwater, Minnesota is great news for 
those of us who have been working on this project for years,” said Kind.  “The bridge is only one 
example of an important project that will provide the nation with safer roads, shorter commutes, 
and better jobs.”  
 
Kind also supported a prevailing amendment offered by Rep. Mark Kennedy (R-MN) that strikes 
the authority provided in the bill to implement new tolls on existing highway lanes and to continue 
charging tolls indefinitely. The amendment instead permits tolls on new voluntary-use lanes only and 
ends when the new lane is paid for. 
 
The highway bill will now be considered by a joint House-Senate conference committee 
before it goes to the President.   
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